Evacuate or 'hunker down?' ED experts ponder options as Katrina wreaks havoc.
The decision to evacuate in advance of a major storm requires the ED manager to make a number of critical decisions. The decisions must be made well in advance of anticipated landfall, to ensure that patients and staff can get to safety. Determine which patients should be admitted, which should be transferred, and which must remain where they are. Have alternative facilities lined up ahead of time, should the need arise to transfer your patients.